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When did comedies get so meoan? "Step Brothers" hos o premise
thet might heve produced o good time ot the movies, but when |
left, | felt o little uncleon. The plot: Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly ploy
Brennon and Doale, two never-employed 40-ish sons who still live ot
home, esting melted cheese nachos and wetching TV. When their
parents (Mary Steenburgen oand Richord Jenkins) get merried, they
become step-brothers and hove to shaore the seme room. This cous-
es them to inflict agonizing poin upon each other and use longuage
thot would seem excessive in the men's room of o truck stop. Is
this funny? Anything can be funny. Let me provide an exomple. | om
thinking of o porticulor anotomical act. It is described in explicit
detoil in two 2008 movies, "Step Brothers" ond the forthcoming
"Tropic Thunder! In "Step Brothers," it sounds dirty oand disgusting.
In "Tropic Thunder," described by Jack Black while he is tied to o
tree ond undergoing heroin withdrewael, it's funny. Seme act, similor
descriptions. Whet's the difference? It involves the mechonism of
comedy, | think. The Jack Black choracter is desperotely motiveted.
He will offer to do anything to be relessed. In "Step Brothers," the
language is simply showing off by telking dirty. It serves no comic
function, ond just sort of sits there in the oir, moking me cringe.

| know, | know, four-letter longuage is the currency of & movie like
this, and mony of the other films Judd Apatow produces. | would
be lying if | seid | was shocked. | would also be lying if | seid | hed
no toste, or judgment of comic strotegy. I'm sure I've seen movies
with more extreme languoge thon "Step Brothers," but here it seems
to serve no purpose other thon simply to exist. In its own tiny wey,
it lowers the civility of our civilizetion.
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When did comedies get so mean? "Step Brothers" haos o premise
thot might heve produced o good time ot the movies, but when

| left, | felt o little uncleoan. The plot: Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly
ploy Brennon and Dale, two never-employed 40-ish sons who
still live ot home, eating melted cheese nachos and wetching TV.
When their parents (Mary Steenburgen and Richord Jenkins) get
morried, they become step-brothers and hove to shore the same
room. This couses them to inflict agonizing poin upon each other
ond use language thot would seem excessive in the men's room
of o truck stop. Is this funny? Anything con be funny. Let me
provide an exomple. | am thinking of o particulor anatomicel oct.
It is described in explicit detoil in two 2008 movies, ""Step Broth-
ers" and the forthcoming "Tropic Thunder! In "Step Brothers," it
sounds dirty and disgusting. In "Tropic Thunder," described by
Jock Black while he is tied to o tree oand undergoing heroin with-
drowael, it's funny. Same act, similor descriptions. Whet's the dif-
ference? It involves the mechanism of comedy, | think. The Jock
Black cheracter is desperately motivoted. He will offer to

do anything to be released. In "Step Brothers;" the language is
simply showing off by tolking dirty. It serves no comic function,
ond just sort of sits there in the oir, moking me cringe. | know,

| know, four-letter language is the currency of o movie like this,
aond mony of the other films Judd Apatow produces. | would be
lving if | seid | wos shocked. | would also be lying if | seid | hed
no toste, or judgment of comic strategy. I'm sure I've seen mov-
ies with more extreme languoge than "Step Brothers," but here it
seems to serve no purpose other thon simply to exist. In its own
tiny wey, it lowers the civility of our civilizetion.
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When did comedies get so mean? "Step Brothers" hos o premise
thot might have produced o good time ot the movies, but when

I left, | felt o little uncleoan. The plot: Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly
ploy Brennaon and Dale, two never-employed 40-ish sons who
still live ot home, eoting melted cheese nachos ond watching TV.
When their parents (Mary Steenburgen and Richord Jenkins) get
maerried, they become step-brothers ond have to share the soame
room. This causes them to inflict agonizing pain upon each
other and use language that would seem excessive in the men's
room of o truck stop. Is this funny? Anything con be funny. Let
me provide an exomple. | am thinking of o particulor anotom-
ical act. It is described in explicit detail in two 2008 movies,
"Step Brothers" and the forthcoming "Tropic Thunder!” In ""Step
Brothers," it sounds dirty and disgusting. In "Tropic Thunder,"
described by Jack Black while he is tied to o tree and undergo-
ing heroin withdrowa, it's funny. Same act, similor descriptions.
Whaet's the difference? It involves the mechanism of comedy, |
think. The Jock Block choracter is desperaotely motivated. He will
offer to do anything to be released. In ""Step Brothers," the lon-
guage is simply showing off by telking dirty. It serves no comic
function, and just sort of sits there in the air, moking me cringe.
| know, | know, four-letter language is the currency of o movie
like this, and meny of the other films Judd Apatow produces. |
would be lying if | said | was shocked. | would also be lying if |
said | had no taste, or judgment of comic strotegy. I'm sure I've
seen movies with more extreme language thon "Step Brothers,"
but here it seems to serve no purpose other than simply to ex-
ist. In its own tiny wey, it lowers the civility of our civilization.
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When did comedies get so mean? "Step Brothers' has o premise
that might hove produced & good time at the movies, but when

I left, | felt o little unclean. The plot: Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly
ploy Brennan and Dale, two never-employed 40-ish sons who
still live at home, eating melted cheese nachos and watching TV.
When their porents (Mary Steenburgen and Richaord Jenkins) get
married, they become step-brothers and have to share the same
room. This couses them to inflict agonizing pain upon eoch
other and use language thot would secem excessive in the men's
room of a truck stop. Is this funny? Anything can be funny. Let
me provide an example. | am thinking of o particulor anatom-
icol act. It is described in explicit detail in two 2008 movies,
"Step Brothers' and the forthcoming "Tropic Thunder.” In "Step
Brothers,” it sounds dirty and disgusting. In " Tropic Thunder,"
described by Jock Black while he is tied to o tree and undergo-
ing heroin withdrawel, it's funny. Same act, similor descriptions.
What's the difference? it involves the mechaonism of comedy, |
think. The Jock Black character is desperately motivated. He will
offer to do anything to be released. In "'Step Brothers,” the lan-
guage is simply showing off by talking dirty. it serves no comic
function, and just sort of sits there in the air, moking me cringe.
1 know, | know, four-letter longuage is the currency of 8 movie
like this, and many of the other films Judd Apaotow produces. |
would be lying if | said | was shocked. | would aiso be lying if |
sdid | had no taste, or judgment of comic strategy. I'm sure I've
seen movies with more extreme language thon "Step Brothers,”"
but here it seems to serve no purpose other thon simply to exist.
In its own tiny way, it lowers the civility of our civilizaetion.
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SILKIEST

Coziness
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apple - apple

Alternate a. Accessible via ssO1or Stylistic Alternates

eose — eodse

Alternate e. Accessible via ssO1or Stylistic Alternates

faint — faint

Alternate f. Accessible via ssO1or Stylistic Alternates

gentie— gentle

Alternate g. Accessible via ssO1or Stylistic Alternates
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